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Lyla - Y1 

Congratulations to our                   
Raffle Winners!  

 
Our winners this week were: 
Sunday 6th December: Mrs Duffy 

Monday 7th December: Mrs Mooij 

Tuesday 8th December: M Lyon (c/oTyler Y2) 

Wednesday 9h December: F.Murray (Bobby&Rosie) 

Thursday 10th December: Ben Crompton (Y6) 

Friday 11th December: Elaine Kirby 

Saturday 12th December:  Oliver H (Y2) 

 

We will draw out the final lucky winners next week. 
Good luck to everyone who bought a ticket.  If you 
know one of our lucky winners, ask them to contact 
school to arrange collection of their hamper. 

We raised a whopping Ã750.00 from the sale of the 
tickets, so a great big THANK YOU to everyone 
who supported our fund raiser 
by buying a ticket. 

Key Stage Two                                   
Sings The Christmas Story 

Fingers crossed, and technology permitting, we 
are hoping to film our Key Stage 2 children singing 
The Christmas Story this year, since we are               
unable to hold our usual Carol Service in Church. 
If everything goes to plan, each class will                          
individually perform at least two carols that lead 

you through the events of that very special Christmas over 2000 years 
ago. Although, we know that this wonõt replace our usual lovely Carol                   
Service, we hope that it will still be a special way to reflect upon the  
Christmas Story and to bring the Christmas Story into your homes. It is 
also fantastic to hear our children singing once again and to see music at 
the heart of our school once more. 

Due to our Y3 bubble bursting last weekend, we are hoping to film the 
class singing and reading on Friday 18th December, when they return 
to school. This means that the Carol Service will not be uploaded    
before school breaks up for half term as staff will need time to put 
the service together. 

The KS2 performance will be uploaded before Christmas Eve, so that you 
are able to share The Christmas Story together on the eve of the birth of 
Jesus.  

We apologise for the delay, but we really wanted to include our Y3                  
children. 

SCHOOL WILL CLOSE AS PLANNED ON FRI 18TH DEC. 
Breakfast club will open as normal, but there will be NO After 
School Club. 



Reception and Key Stage 1 Nativities 
Our KS1 and Reception children have spent the last two 
weeks filming their Nativity Plays. They are now in the 
process of being edited. They will be uploaded onto the 
school website before Christmas Eve, so that you are able 
to share the productions with your family on the eve of 
Jesusõs birth. Although this yearõs plays have been very 
different, all of the children have really enjoyed           
having the opportunity to perform and they have loved 
watching themselves back on screen. We definitely have 

some budding actors and singers in our Infant Department.  

Christmas Day of Fun & Christmas Movie Night 
Our annual day of fun is a tradition at St. Maryõsñand this year is no exception! This yearõs Day 
of Fun is on Tuesday 15th December. The children can come to school dressed up Christmassy or 
in their Christmas pyjamas. They will spend the morning completing Christmas puzzles and            
activities and taking part in Christmas crafts.  In the afternoon we will all play Selection Box  
Bingo. (Every class will play in their own classroom.)  

The 15th is also Christmas Lunch day and cook is busy preparing to serve a tasty Christmas Roast 
Dinner.  If your child has a packed lunch, why not make it an extra special Christmas one. You 
could even include a cracker ! 

Today is also Christmas Movie Night and what a great way to end our day of fun!  If your child 
would like to attend, simply ring or email the office or jot a note down in your childõs diary and a 
payment stream will be added to your childõs School Money account. The cost of the Movie Night 
is Ã5 per child (price includes admission to the movie and refreshments). The children voted as a 
class to choose a movie to watch on the Movie Nightñthey are as follows: 

 

Reception: Ice Age 

Year One: Nativity 1 

Year Two:  Home Alone 

Year Four:  The Christmas Chronicles 

Year Five: Home Alone 2 

Year Six: Elf 

Please note that some movies are PG and by allowing your child to attend 
the event you are giving consent to their watching the movie. 

Bubbles will not be mixed on Movie Nightñchildren will watch the movie in 
their own classrooms. However, please note that in order to keep our children safe, pillows 
and cushions cannot be brought into school (as they have in previous years).The children                 
really enjoy the movie evening and parents in the past have used the evening to do some last              
minute Christmas shopping. 

 

PICK UP TIMES & LOCATION: Please pick up your child promptly and leave as quickly as                       
possible to enable all children to be collected safely. Unfortunately there can be no               
flexibility with the collection times, due to the numbers of children and staff involved and 
the number of different collection points. 

Reception - 5.30pm at the main entrance front door 

Year 1 and Year 2 - 5.30pm at the Infant Hall door (side entrance) Please note that the           
children will be kept on either side of the hall whilst waiting to be collected. Bubbles will not mix. 

Year 4 - 5.40pm Junior Hall  - ABC doorñthis is a change to previous pick up point 

Year 5 - 5.40pm  -  main entrance door 

Year 6 - 5.40pm - fire door (usual evening exit) 

 

Our Y3 children will be able to watch their chosen movie The Grinch on Fri 18th December 
and we will arrange for them to have popcorn and drinks to make up for their                            
disappointment in not being able to attend Movie Night. 



Home Learning/Remote Learning 
 

As numbers of Coronavirus infections continue to rise, there is every                                        
possibility that individual children, a class bubble or the whole school will need 
to self-isolate or there may be a local lockdown, for a period of time.                
Therefore, during this period of uncertainty, the school has put in place a plan 
for remote learning, so that all children can continue with their education.  
 
DAY ONE OF CLOSURE OR ABSENCE (Step One) 
In order to allow school the time to respond to any closures or absences due to 
COVID-19, home learning activities will only be uploaded onto your childõs                
Dashboard on day 2.  

 

The following tasks should be completed by the children on day 1: 

¶ Key Stage 2 Children - 2 x 15 minute sessions on Times Tables Rock Stars 
(Every child has their own log in.) Activity will be monitored by staff. 

¶ Key Stage 1 Children - as above with 2õs, 5õs and 10x tables or Numbots.  
¶ Choose a book from either Purple Mash (Serial Mash) and read the first 2 

chapters ð completing the chapter summaries/tasks after each chapter or 
choose a book from Oxford Owl free eBooks and read 2 chapters from 
this book instead. After each chapter write a summary about what has 
happened in the chapter. You can use your home learning book for this. All 
eBooks are tablet friendly. You just need to register, for free, to get 
started. 

¶ Go to pobble365.com (this is free) and take a look at the picture of the 
day. 

¶  Key Stage 1 children ð write 5 sentences about the picture using lots of 
great describing words. (Y2 children could write a short story if able.) 

¶  Key Stage 2 children ð complete the tasks under Question Time, Perfect 
Picture, Story Starter, Sentence Challenge and Sick Sentences. You can 
upload your work onto your Scrapbook tab of your  pupil page on the     
website or use your home learning book. 

¶ Walk, run, skip or scooter the daily mile. 
¶ Reception children have all received a Home Learning Booklet. 

 

HOME LEARNING DAY TWO ONWARDS é..(Step Two) 

 

From Day 2 onwards, your child will be able to access home learning activities on their own           
personal Dashboard on the school website (under pupil log in tab).  

Home Learning Record books; passwords for online learning platforms and a step by step guide 
to accessing our new home learning platform were sent home before half-term (just in case they 
are neededñHopefully they wonõt be!). 

Our KS2 children have been shown how to access their home learning page, but the younger    
children, and some of the older ones, will need an adult to sit with them, at first, to help them to 
navigate through the pages.  

If your child does need to access their pupil dashboard and you are  having problems, give school 
a ring and someone will be able to talk you through the process.  

 

If your child is unable to access home learning remotely              
either due to lack of devices or lack of internet, please let 
school know, so that in the event of a bubble closing,             
support can be put in place. 



Holiday Dates for the Academic Year 2021 -2022 
Our school holiday dates for the next academic year were approved at the full governing             
body meeting last week. They have been confirmed as: 

 
Autumn Term 2021:   
School opens on Mon 6th September 2021 

Closes for half-term on the evening of Wed 20th October 2021 

  

School opens on Mon 1st November 2021 

Closes for Christmas on the evening of Wed 22nd December 2021 

  

  
Spring Term 2022:   
School opens on Wed 5th January 2022 

Closes for half-term on the evening of Friday 11th February 2022 

 

School opens on Mon 21st February 2022 

Closes for Easter on the evening of Fri 1st April 2022 

  

  

Summer Term 2022:  
School opens on Tues 19th April 2022 

Closes for half-term on the evening of Wed 25th May 2022 

  

School opens on Mon 6th June 202 

Closes on the evening of Fri 22nd July 2022 

  

These dates can be found on the school website under 
school information (holiday dates).  We will also send out 
new holiday cards shortlyñonce they have been printed. 

Christmas Eve Childrenõs Mass 
Both Father and school have been overwhelmed by the number of              
requests that have been made for places at the Childrenõs Mass on 
Christmas Eve.  All places were taken within a day and in order to 
make room for as many of our children as possible, Father has asked 
that only children and their parent/s attend and that wider family 
members attend one of the other Masses being celebrated at 
23:00pm on Christmas Eve or 8.00am or 11.15am on Christmas Day.  

It is understandable that some families are disappointed at                  
either not being able to attend Mass with their extended                  
families or not being able to attend the Children's Mass at all, 
but numbers have to be adhered to in order to ensure the        
safety and well-being of everyone.  

Stewards will be on the door to welcome you into Church and to 
apply hand sanitiser. Masks must also be worn by adults (unless 
exempt). 

Please do not turn up to the Childrenõs Mass if you have not 
booked a place as a register has been created and will be 
checked off as families arrive. 



Our Celebration Page 

Bucket Fillers (Bucket fillers are children who fill other peopleõs buckets with kind words 

and deeds. They are shining examples to others around them.) 

Mrs Talbot-Davies has chosen Amelia as her Bucket Filler 
this week. She says that Amelia has lovely manners and this 
makes her a shining example to others. Well done Amelia. Your 
family will be very proud of you. 

Mrs Hymers has chosen Y6 as her Bucket Fillers this week. She 
says that she was really touched by how the class sang their 
hearts out in Church this week, whilst preparing for the KS2 
Carol Service. 

Good Work Stars 
A huge well done to the following children who have all 
been recognised for their super work week. 

Rec Olivia - making a special bauble to hang on the 
class tree  

Year 1 Erin - lovely retelling of Angel Gabrielõs visit to 
Mary 

Year 2 Daisy - great Maths work 

Year 3 Thomas - completing all home learning tasks 

Year 4 Harry - fantastic perimeter work 

Year 5 Poppy - fabulous effort in reading                                      
comprehension 

Year 6 Sophia - working extremely hard in Maths 

Class Attendances                      
for the Week 

Reception 98.34% 

Year 1 99.57% 

Year 2 97.78% 

Year 3 bubble burst 

Year 4 99.23% 

Year 5 99.26% 

Year 6 98.50% 

Star Pupil Award 
 

 Matthew 
House Winner 

Mark            
House Winner 

Luke                 
House Winner 

John              
House Winner 

Overall          
Star Pupil 

Rec Rosie James Robyn Noah James 

Year 1 Leo Freddie Evie Ralph Evie 

Year 2 Bobby Sam Amelia Georgia Georgia 

Year 4 Thomas  Joseph Kaitlyn Olivia B Thomas 

Year 5 Joseph Oliver Isla Jordan Isla 

Year 6 Charlie OõB Jayden Oliver S Riku Charlie OõB 

A big well done to our star pupils.   Remember to return your trophy on Monday. Thank you  

Well done to Y1 who have the 
best attendance this week. 



Billinge Juniors Under 10õs 
(Year 5) 

Is your son or daughter interested in playing 
football and looking for a local football team 
to join? Well look no further! Billinge Under 
10õs are looking for new playersñboth boys 
and girlsñto join their under 10õs team.  

Training takes place on a Monday evening from 6.40pm - 7.40pm at Rainford 
High School on their outdoor AstroTurf pitch. Due to current COVID restrictions only 1  parent 
is allowed to accompany their child, and they are allowed to stay and watch. The   
children need to wear their own football kit, along with trainers or Astro Turf 
boots/trainers. Whilst the weather is cold, it is also recommended that your child 
wears something underneath the kit to keep them warm and a waterproof jacket is 
also advisable.  

If your son or daughter would like to join the team, just take them along to the next 
training session.  If you require any further details, contact Colin on 07841 830579                                                                                                       

Procedures for Reporting Positive COVID cases 
over the Christmas Half-Term 

 
As we get closer to the Christmas Holidays, we have been asked to             
inform parents/carers of the procedures to follow should you need to 
report a positive case amongst your family after school closes on the 
18th December. 

 

1) If your child tests positive for COVID-19, having developed symptoms within 48 hours of 
being in school, it is essential that you email school on stmaryrcbp@sthelens.org.uk  to 
notify us of the positive test. School will then assist in identifying close contacts and      
advising self-isolation, as the individuals may have been infectious whilst in school. This is 
the same procedure that all staff will also follow. Schoolõs email account will be monitored 
from close of school on Friday 18th Dec until 5.00pm on Christmas Eve. 

 

2) If your child, or a member of staff, tests positive, having developed symptoms more that 48 
hours since being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents/carers and staff should 
follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace. 

 
As we enter the final week of term before Christmas, can we please ask everyone to be extra 
cautious and extra vigilant - taking care to maintain a 2m distance when entering and exiting the 
school site and when talking to other parents (on and off school premises). Can we ask that any 
communication between parents and staff is kept to a minimum and that families leave the 
school site as soon after pick up as possible.  

Being extra vigilant will ensure that the risks of contracting the virus are low and that family              
members wonõt need to isolate over the festive periodñthus ensuring that everyone is able to 
have a lovely Christmas together.  Thank you. 

Extra Curricular Clubs 
                        Clubs after the half term are as follows:  

Wednesday 3.30pmñ4.30pm Glow in the Dark Sports Y5  

Friday 8.00am-9.00am Nerf Club Y3  and  3.30pmñ4.30pm  Glow in the Dark Sports Y1. 

Children in Y1 and Y5, who had already paid for a place in the club that was cancelled due to the 
tighter restrictions put in place last half term, have automatically been added to the new club           
registers. There are still a few places left in each of the clubs. If your child would like to join, let 
the office staff know and they will add a payment stream to School Money for you. Clubs start the 
first week back after Christmas. 


