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Countdown to Christmas Hamper Raffle 

Lyla - Y1 

Congratulations to our                   
First Winners!  

Our Countdown to Christmas Raffle started this 
week. The first 5 winners are listed below: 
 
Tuesday 1st December: Maya S from Y5 

Wednesday 2nd December: Millie J from Y6 

Thursday 3rd December: Zoe A (c/o Robert Y2) 

Friday 4th December: Sonny from Y4 

Saturday 5th December: Alex (Y3) & Lottie (Y6) 

 

We will draw out Sunday 6th December on               
Monday 7th when we return to school after the 
weekend. If you know one of our lucky winners, ask 
them to contact school to arrange collection of 
their hamper. 

We raised a whopping Ã750.00 from the sale of the 
tickets, so a great big THANK YOU to everyone 
who supported our fund raiser by buying a ticket. 

Key Stage Two                                   
Sings The Christmas Story 

Fingers crossed, and technology permitting, we are 
hoping to film our Key Stage 2 children singing The 
Christmas Story this year, since we are unable to hold 
our usual Carol Service in Church. If everything goes 
to plan, each class will individually perform at least 
two carols  that lead you through the events of that 

very special Christmas over 2000 years ago. Although, we know that this wonõt 
replace our usual lovely carol service, we hope that it will still be a special way 
to reflect upon the  Christmas Story and to bring the Christmas Story into 
your homes. It is also fantastic to hear our children singing once again and to 
see music at the heart of our school once more. 

Advent Celebrations 
Unfortunately due to COVID restrictions, we are 
unable to send home our traditional Travelling              
Nativity sets this year. Instead, why not hide baby 
Jesus around our local community for others to 
find whilst out walking. All you need to do is paint 
some oval shaped pebbles as a baby sleeping, lying 
on a bed of straw. Hide them around Billinge, or 
your local community, for others to share in the joy of discovering 

baby Jesus during this Christmas period. 



Reception and Key Stage 1       
Nativities 

Unfortunately we are unable to hold our                           
traditional Nativity Plays this year, but we have been 
busy this week filming our Y1 and Y2 children            
retelling the Christmas Story in their own unique 
way. Next week our Reception children will be filmed. 

We are then hoping, technology permitting, to upload 
both performances onto the website before we 
break up for Christmas.  

Christmas Day of Fun & Christmas Movie Night 
Our annual day of fun is a tradition at St. Maryõsñand this year is no exception! This yearõs Day 
of Fun is on Tuesday 15th December. The children can come to school dressed up Christmassy or 
in their Christmas pyjamas. They will spend the morning completing Christmas puzzles and            
activities and taking part in Christmas crafts.  In the afternoon we will all play Selection Box  
Bingo. (Every class will play in their own classroom.)  

The 15th is also Christmas Lunch day and cook is busy preparing to serve a tasty Christmas Roast 
Dinner.  If your child has a packed lunch, why not make it an extra special Christmas one. You 
could even include a cracker ! 

Today is also Christmas Movie Night and what a great way to end our day of fun!  If your child 
would like to attend, simply ring or email the office or jot a note down in your childõs diary and a 
payment stream will be added to your childõs School Money account. The cost of the Movie Night 
is Ã5 per child (price includes admission to the movie and refreshments). The children voted last 
week to choose a movie to watch on the Movie Nightñthey are as follows: 

Reception: Ice Age 

Year One: Nativity 1 

Year Two:  Home Alone 

Year Three: The Grinch 

Year Four:  The Christmas Chronicles 

Year Five: Home Alone 2 

Year Six: Elf 

Please note that some movies are PG and by allowing your child to attend 
the event you are giving consent to their watching the movie. 

Bubbles will not be mixed on Movie Nightñchildren will watch the movie in 
their own classrooms. However, please note that in order to keep our children safe, pillows 
and cushions cannot be brought into school (as they have in previous years).                             
The children really enjoy the movie evening and parents in the past have used the evening to do 
some last minute Christmas shopping. 

PICK UP TIMES & LOCATION: Please pick up your child promptly and leave as quickly as                       
possible to enable all children to be collected safely. Unfortunately there can be no               
flexibility with the collection times, due to the numbers of children and staff involved and 
the number of different collection points. 

Reception - 5.30pm at the main entrance front door 

Year 1 and Year 2 - 5.30pm at the Infant Hall door (side entrance) Please note that the           
children will be kept on either side of the hall whilst waiting to be collected. Bubbles will not mix. 

Year 3 - 5.40pm Junior Hall - ABC door 

Year 4 - 5.40pm Junior Hall  - door facing church yard 

Year 5 - 5.40pm  -  main entrance door 

Year 6 - 5.40pm - fire door (usual evening exit) 
Christmas Cards 

In order to reduce the risk of transmission, we are asking you not to send 
Christmas Cards into school this year (for your children to give to others), as we will be 
unable to handle them and give them out for the other children to take home. 



Home Learning/Remote Learning 
 

As numbers of Coronavirus infections continue to rise, there is every                                        
possibility that individual children, a class bubble or the whole school will need 
to self-isolate or there may be a local lockdown, for a period of time.                
Therefore, during this period of uncertainty, the school has put in place a plan 
for remote learning, so that all children can continue with their education.  
 
DAY ONE OF CLOSURE OR ABSENCE (Step One) 
In order to allow school the time to respond to any closures or absences due to 
COVID-19, home learning activities will only be uploaded onto your childõs                
Dashboard on day 2.  

 

The following tasks should be completed by the children on day 1: 

¶ Key Stage 2 Children - 2 x 15 minute sessions on Times Tables Rock Stars 
(Every child has their own log in.) Activity will be monitored by staff. 

¶ Key Stage 1 Children - as above with 2õs, 5õs and 10x tables or Numbots.  
¶ Choose a book from either Purple Mash (Serial Mash) and read the first 2 

chapters ð completing the chapter summaries/tasks after each chapter or 
choose a book from Oxford Owl free eBooks and read 2 chapters from 
this book instead. After each chapter write a summary about what has 
happened in the chapter. You can use your home learning book for this. All 
eBooks are tablet friendly. You just need to register, for free, to get 
started. 

¶ Go to pobble365.com (this is free) and take a look at the picture of the 
day. 

¶  Key Stage 1 children ð write 5 sentences about the picture using lots of 
great describing words. (Y2 children could write a short story if able.) 

¶  Key Stage 2 children ð complete the tasks under Question Time, Perfect 
Picture, Story Starter, Sentence Challenge and Sick Sentences. You can 
upload your work onto your Scrapbook tab of your  pupil page on the     
website or use your home learning book. 

¶ Walk, run, skip or scooter the daily mile. 
¶ Reception children have all received a Home Learning Booklet. 

 

HOME LEARNING DAY TWO ONWARDS é..(Step Two) 

 

From Day 2 onwards, your child will be able to access home learning activities on their own           
personal Dashboard on the school website (under pupil log in tab).  

Home Learning Record books; passwords for online learning platforms and a step by step guide 
to accessing our new home learning platform were sent home before half-term (just in case they 
are neededñHopefully they wonõt be!). 

Our KS2 children have been shown how to access their home learning page, but the younger    
children, and some of the older ones, will need an adult to sit with them, at first, to help them to 
navigate through the pages.  

If your child does need to access their pupil dashboard and you are  having problems, give school 
a ring and someone will be able to talk you through the process.  

 

If your child is unable to access home learning remotely              
either due to lack of devices or lack of internet, please let 
school know, so that in the event of a bubble closing,             
support can be put in place. 



Holiday Dates for the Academic Year 2021 -2022 
Our school holiday dates for the next academic year were approved at the full governing             
body meeting last week. They have been confirmed as: 

 
Autumn Term 2021:   
School opens on Mon 6th September 2021 

Closes for half-term on the evening of Wed 20th October 2021 

  

School opens on Mon 1st November 2021 

Closes for Christmas on the evening of Wed 22nd December 2021 

  

  
Spring Term 2022:   
School opens on Wed 5th January 2022 

Closes for half-term on the evening of Friday 11th February 2022 

 

School opens on Mon 21st February 2022 

Closes for Easter on the evening of Fri 1st April 2022 

  

  

Summer Term 2022:  
School opens on Tues 19th April 2022 

Closes for half-term on the evening of Wed 25th May 2022 

  

School opens on Mon 6th June 202 

Closes on the evening of Fri 22nd July 2022 

  

These dates can be found on the school website under 
school information (holiday dates).  We will also send out 
new holiday cards shortlyñonce they have been printed. 

Healthy Tuck Award 

We are pleased to announce that 
school was recently awarded the 
Healthy Tuck Award in                     
recognition of our schoolõs hard 
work in promoting healthy snacks 
and drinks. A big thank you to 
Mrs Naylor  (our PSHE Lead) for 
all of her hard work in applying 
for the award. 

Dropping off and             
Collecting                    
Procedures 

 
Our dropping off and collecting routines are now well             
established ensuring that families are able to drop off and 
collect children as quickly and as safely as possible. In              
order to help us further, please do ensure that you keep to 
your allocated time slot and that you use your allocated 
gate. Masks need to be worn (unless exempt) and the 
school site should be exited as quickly as possible after 
pick up.  

From January, can we ask that all Reception children are 
left at the school gates in the morning, as this will further 
reduce the number of adults on siteñparticularly after 
the Christmas period when more families will be mixing    
together socially. Most of our Reception children are               
already walking in on their own and are enjoying their 
growing independence. Thank you for your continued               
support. 



Our Celebration Page 

Bucket Fillers (Bucket fillers are children who fill other peopleõs buckets with kind words 

and deeds. They are shining examples to others around them.) 

Mrs Taylor has chosen Alasdair as her Bucket Filler this 
week. Mrs Taylor was so impressed with the passion that 
Alasdair showed whilst singing this week. He filled her heart 
with pride. 

Mrs Anderton (our PE coach) has chosen Edison K from Y1 as 
her Bucket Filler. She said that Edison has really impressed her 
over the last two weeks by how hard he has tried during her 
lessons. 

Good Work Stars 
A huge well done to the following children who have all 
been recognised for their super work week. 

Rec Sam - for creating a super Gingerbread Man 

Year 1 Lucy ðfor excellent maths work on inequalities 

Year 2 Tilly - for creating a lovely Nativity scene 

Year 3 Taylor - for trying hard to improve his         
handwriting 

Year 4 Olivia B - for great reading comprehension work 

Year 5 Joseph - for stunning statistics work 

Year 6 Amelie - for an amazing self portrait 

Class Attendances                      
for the Week 

Reception 100% 

Year 1 97.01% 

Year 2 98.08% 

Year 3 99.63% 

Year 4 95.63% 

Year 5 97.40% 

Year 6 98.52% 

Star Pupil Award 
 

 Matthew 
House Winner 

Mark            
House Winner 

Luke                 
House Winner 

John              
House Winner 

Overall          
Star Pupil 

Rec Domhnall Amelia Mika Willow Mika 

Year 1 Jude Maddison George Eddison George 

Year 2 Logan Daisy Harry Sophia Logan 

Year 3 Caitlin Mia Andrew James Mia 

Year 4 Evan Sonny Molly Christopher Evan 

Year 5 Keira A Poppy Henry Jacob BP Keira A 

Year 6 Elizabeth CJ Keeley Lucy W CJ 

A big well done to our star pupils.   Remember to return your trophy on Monday. Thank you  

Well done to Reception 

 who have 100% attendance 
this week. 




